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1. "My knowledge of conditions in Gdanck dates to Oct 53.

2. Consumer Prices

‘Following is & 1ist of cui'rent. prices (in zloty) for certain consweser goods in

Gdansk, as of late Sept 53, compared to the prices (in kronas) for the same items in
Sweden, @urly Jan S54:

Item Price in Sweden Price in Poland
(xronas} (Zloty)
Men's overcoat of gabardine 190:- 20022500 in short
supply
Sporting jacket (mockn) - 300-400 very short
Trovsers - 4o:a 600-T00 100 per cent
wool
Bag (walizka) 40: - X0
Slippers (leather) kg 0o
Socks (nylom) ) Y250 30 pure nylon
Socks (wool), thick 6:50 50
Drawers (cotton) 80
Ehirt (poplin) 25-U5 260
Tie (silk) 9 :- 60
Beret . St 10 unobtainable
Searf (wool) 100-180
- Workmen's shirt T:75 70-120
Overall ;. 250
Belt (leather) L B 50
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Item irice in Sweden  Crice in Polend

kronas) “{zioty)
Pa jamas 20 170160
CaCepLOg UL . 150 1200
Spirit-stove uncbtainnble
Razor blades (‘'Gerlach') 1 zl. npiece
Shaving brush Qv ~
Ski boots 50 T50-12%
$kis (only the boards) 20 70
Ski harness & 120
Fat (smalec) 3:80 %0
Chocolate, 125 grom cake 0:60-1:- 15
Dark nle, 0.5 liter 0:84 2:20
Light ale, 0.5 liter Q: 84 2 )
Porter, 0.3 liter 3
Fruit wine 6-126 13-50
Vodka, 1 liter 16:10 [
'Colored.'  vodka, L liter not avallsble in Sweden 80-140
fure alcohol, 1 liter a pharmacy cormmodity 150 in 81l shops
Denaturated spirits, L liter 15 3
Butter, 1 kg 6:90 &
Sausage %:50-9:- 30-50 ]
Sugar 1:25 15
Bread l:~ 3-k
Bun (white bread} (50 groms) ~211 -5
Piece of cake (gatceu) -:h0 2.10
Pork, 1 kg . _ 6:30 20
Oranges, 1 kg 1-2.30 170 imported chiefly

from Israel
Lemons 2:_60-3:50 more expensive than oranges
. snd in short supply
Apples, 1 kg cbout 2:-~ 12
A dinner consisting of: )
meat balle and potntoes,
, one bottle of sle 3:h0 1k zl. at the ruflway

restaurant in Szezecin

3. “In September 1953 quantities of rotten cucumlers were thrown awsy on the Polish
coagt, Trucks loaded with cucumbers were driven to certain meadows in the coastal
area d unloaded. At first the cucwmbers had stood about in large barrels in the

y‘é.r& *the food cooperatives. Then they were divided into two perts: those that
were rotten all through, were token avay and thrown on meadows in the country;
others that could be used somchow, were distributed among canteens subordinated to
ZFGG (Zaraad Protow Gdsnsk-cdynias administration of the ports of Gdynia and Gdansk,
e.g., the canteens of Basen Weglowy, Kapitamat Portu, Zarzad Portu, etc. The
rotten cucumbers distributed to the canteens were packed in barrels. The workers
were indignsnt and sald it vas a simple thing to preserve cucuisicis - any-housevife
is able to do it - but for the Socialist state it wns too difficult a task.

"About T5 per cent of all the country inns have been closed down in Poland. At
present only a large villsge will have an inn. The private .imns which wvere elloved
to exist in the small villages in the first years of DPeople's Poland have . been

liquidated and repluced by cooperatives (spoldizielnie spo:yvrov) Actually most
private inns were liquidated in 1947.
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UL CFFICTALG ON Y e
5 "All covperative Lone. core clused on oo ¥s 2nd holidays. Thus the pemsants have

nowhere| to go to mect e-oh oiher. ceople suspect thet thisc wren o .o on nurpose.
L heardia C* bo s say thatl the Tacwers hud to devets i clves Lo uhweir work

only - ‘?mit “wes good cnough for them. (Untortunntely © don'c iposr cny details
about t}?c man; I savw him at the Orbis WHestourant (form.crly Grend Hotel; in Dopot in
Muy or Jume of 1953. When we commented on this remark, s riend tuld me that the
man was o persant's son himself znd had been promoted through ‘sveans sacjelny'.)

Cafes

6. Cafes (Cukierpie) still exist in the towns. Om weekdays they are usually
Curp ey sy L scast in “ucn Lown: as Puwwa, GAnek, Suyeaa, Si2czecin, euwl.  guwever »
on Sxturdays and fund2ys o1l of them arc Zull o czpacity despite the cxtiremely

high pr 1c:es.

T- “h piece of cake (gatezz.u) 6r o good eake olus o vy cmall cup of coffec¢ costs
25 zl. ovever, the czkos sre good and the coiffec 1s the real thing. 4 vhole gzteau
costs 12D-150 zl. 2ad 15 very good - with chocolute, fruit, vhipped cream ond

+ 1t 1is pousible te order cne rnd toke jt home, but who is wealthy cnoughn

narzipan
to spend| such & sam on o crke, however 600,

8. “he people who visit the cufes are ‘biur distn! (oiTice workers), ov functionarics,
officers| o the U2, WG «nd the Lrmy, a5 well ws thosc members of the intelligentsia
(bywszyc),x ludiej) who hove retained their posts in the government sond cconomic
apparctus.  “Phe old nnd the new intelligentsis 'ooth go to cafon. “hy Qo poople go

to the c:jn“t::;? They look for o little chenge rom the groy monotony th::t is everydsy
life in Y1‘0.‘..:'.nd. Besides, the cafes remind onc of the good, old times,

Q. "Despite ]e‘:vcryi.hmg there are still two privately-owned cafes at Jopot. One of them

lies close to the Baltyk cineme on Ulice Rokossowskiego. EFurlier the ovmer had e -
large caiIe but v compelled ©o *sell® it to the st=te; L.e., the coopersztive., He
als0 kept a wilvate bakery and cenldy shop. Mow he hes only o smell-scale bakery )

vhich is popul.rly eriicd the Sweet Hall - ‘Slodka Dziurka'. of course, it is conly

a questinin of time when this bikery will be token wver, too.

Besteaurnants - Income of Walters -
10, “I had o good friend who wms o waiter at Aowy Port iu Gdrnck. This mon told me the fol-

lowing ahout life of the wajitcrs:

(=} The acturl income of s waiter is at present [summer 537 1,500-1,8c0
zl. monthly. His basic pay 1s only TG0-850C zl. but be malkes much
more by resorting to various tricks. fThus » the bill is z2bout 20
percent higher thsn it ought to be, aprrt Crom tips. If the bill
for a dinner is 100 zl., tventy =zl. cre cdded under verious headings
~ 120 zl. 4is the price of a dinner for rour ot a first-rate, but
not the very best restaurant in #olund. It consists of vegetable
soup, cucwmber soup or ‘zur’, meat balls with potatoes and :
vegetubles (e.g., carrots) and the sweet apple jam or fruit
compote. The price also Eg_]_.y@g_::: 3 couple or bottles of beer.
As a rule the customers keep colm although everybody is awore
of the practice: they consider that s voiter, too, must lLive.
A more unappetizing trick is to collect the dregs fram ali wine -
end vodka glasses and to serve these to customers. Another
jcommon practice is for the waiter to have his ovn bottle of vodk:
‘v:‘i.th him. He serves this to the customers in glasses and puts the
Poney in his own pockets. To moke his scceount tally, he writes
put duplicate bills where the vodka is not mentioned. Lverybody
who works at a restaurant uses these tricks » but nobody bothers
them because ‘they are human beings, too'. It is said th -t the

Mgemnt has its own manipulstions to attend to.
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She "L ol fovening restoue nt ' the o= M led ‘vonoxeer Fee! ha o rguin boen made

compulsory, =i it wou 3 yeiir 2go }_J..er, « ‘the rmount domsnded édconends on the
auslity of the restouz-cat.  As o rule it is 4orle LU ds almoot doubled when
Lome entertaiament 15 offered at the restaurant.  “"ho consumer fec {sopularly
colled Z"_’??ELXEE?Q;".} zmeens thot the bill ean never be less then th:.t apiount.

Vzricty Shows
“J_l mlgt_:‘fk.kx Lists wre subordincted to the irzodijiebior:tun .i‘_m;:n::
artos' whieh w23 cstablished a coupie of years 2ge.  Tts bezoquerters are in warsaw,

and therc apre branch officos in .;11 voivodship el & N AN ’*"'ou;mc:; o tour
the country in accordance with di 1’(’,‘01.4.!\,-) soverved from Artos Apd wpder gentrocts
conclauded turough that szency: A5 “culg the»o contructs last \c)nc ronth. When the
month s p2ct; the troupes rnroceed to znother towp. Criticism ‘of bureasucracy is
among che most popul=r subjects treated in Lhe progrommes of r.u‘vh artistic trounes.
- Usually the progroms zre called: Song, Humour ~nd : atice ( z,uw-r humor i satyre).

I feel, bowvcver; thet in the last year znd a helfl the PO} OvLind of npecdotes ond

Jokes im the veagrem he . becen conside cbly cut. i~ o2 xulc thosle cnsoambles of

cingers and story-telilers perform in civilisn cloihrees. ‘They c'_r;n:.,:. »like - in
Ss\wmacr, in ogey Tlannc i rnd blue conts. Counles dcrun:fr'—t,inr, vorious dences on
the dnnce floor, <nd G oring nercbats czn no longer be ueon '~ny x.'u. in Colond. The
orchestra consists of uur or five persons, nt leset one of vhob isa Ui =gont who
observes the customers =5 woll 2s his callen gues.  Individuanl m::nbur.. of the
orchestra are Trequently tro:nzferred from one hrnd 1o enother, in order to nvoid toow
close friendchaps betwsoen the musicians. The result is detrime nta To lhe cuclity

of tha music, but this ¢oes not bother the sutkorities.

Barbers and Boa Lrdresser
R/ “There zre no prtvatP barber cho vs_or bzirdressers left in Gda.n K, 21l buve been
turaed into cooperatives {smoldz nzl e Ifryzyrskie). Some haircressers still cell on
their customer:s at their homes :fror hour.. to give a shave, but\tlna service iz
Tere. The balrdresicr-cooneritives often have tco many administrative rersonnel:
it can happen that on esteblichment c-muLoying 9-10 hairdrcssers 114111 have ot the

name time three or fouvlr of'fice vorrers

TN "he cstablishiments ree clonn cnovgh, 5 2 rule. 4 heircut ond [shave costs 17-18 21 .y -
dupending on the esteblishment; a certoin daxrfference still c:(ist‘s between the
various establishments, ~lithough they huve all been turned into lcooperatives. & _n-ve

vithout hzircut costs about 3-5 zl. A rermanent wave {(a hot onﬂ‘, of course, not

chemicel) costs about 35 -50 21. Other prices for women's work are not lcno’m to mc.

As & rule, cbout 15-20 per cent is added to every bill as paywment for the ‘scrvice’
I

-

R
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. razor blude costs 1 zl. “he Polish blades are still of o very bad quolity.
Twedish racer blades are im eat demand.”™ i

- end -
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